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The Women’s and Gender Studies (WGS) program gives students the opportunity 
to achieve a gender balance in their university studies by exploring the cross-
disciplinary academic study of women, gender and sexualities. Studying WGS will 
extend your awareness of feminism, and of women’s issues in Australia and around 
the world, in the past and present. It will also illustrate how gender has intersected 
with racism, heteronormativity and other discriminatory categories of difference to 
sustain unequal social relations. 

Women’s and Gender Studies at UNSW

WGS is one of a number of faculty-wide interdisciplinary programs in the Faculty 
of Arts and Social  Sciences. Courses within the program are offered by a number 
of different areas, including History, Philosophy, English, Politics, Sociology, 
Languages and Linguistics. The program includes a range of courses focusing on 
feminist scholarship, debates and issues, both historical and contemporary, within 
local and global contexts. Some courses focus specifi cally upon women (women’s 
changing social situation, women’s roles, women’s issues etc), while others 
study gender and sexualities. In feminist scholarship `gender’ refers to social 
constructions of femininity and masculinity. Studying gender illustrates some 
parallels and continuities but also reveals how these constructs vary with
time and cultural context. 

Careers

An understanding of women’s or gender 
issues will benefi t graduates in a wide range 
of careers, especially those concerned with 
social policy and justice. Potential employers 
may include The Commonwealth Offi ce for 
the Status of Women and state government 
equivalents, and non- government 
organisations centrally or vitally concerned 
with women’s and gender issues. More
broadly, the combination of WGS with other 
areas of study provides valuable expertise 
for careers in advocacy, anthropology, arts, 
counselling, education, history, humanities, 
international studies, law, philosophy, 
psychology, public health, public policy, 
social work, and sociology.

International Opportunities

As one of Australia’s most international 
universities UNSW encourages 
students to spend a session or two 
overseas studying at one of our partner 
institutions as part of your degree. 
UNSW manages a large and active 
exchange program with over 180 
different student exchange opportunities 
in 32 countries. 
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Telephone  +61 2 9385 2356  |  Email  hist-phil@unsw.edu.au

Web site  http://hist-phil.arts.unsw.edu.au

Program Information

WGS may be taken as a minor in the Bachelor of Arts. The minor gives you the opportunity to 
complete six courses from the WGS program, including one introductory core course in fi rst year, 
at least two in second year and at least one in third year. Course selection may change each year.

Level 1

Core Course
> Gendered Worlds (core course) Introduces students to world women’s history, and also gender 

analysis as applied in History and other disciplines 

Sample of Courses
 - Feminism, A Transnational History
 - Studies in Sexualities
 - Performing Gender 
 - Gender in Asian History and Culture
 - Reading Women’s Writing 
 - Sex, Human Rights and Justice 
 - Society and Desire 
 - Citizenship, Justice and Civil Society 
 - Gender in Australia 
 - Australian Masculinities
 - Cio’s Craft: Writing Feminist Histories 
 - Art, Gender, Sexuality and the Body

Combining with other Programs

WGS can be combined with other majors, or taken as elective subjects to complement other 
disciplines. Popular combinations include Social Work, Law, Social Policy, Sociology, Criminology, 
Politics, History, English and Media studies.

A sound understanding of social constructions of gender and social problems such as the high 
rates of violence against women, or women’s greater dependence upon welfare and their high 
representation in poverty statistics, will stand graduates in good stead with prospective employers 
in a range of areas. Apart from the Commonwealth Offi ce for the Status of Women and state 
government equivalents, there are also many non-government organisations centrally or vitally 
concerned with women’s and gender issues. It therefore makes sense for students to combine 
WGS with Social Work, Sociology, Law or Criminology. For the student with an interest in cultural 
studies, a major in English, Media or the Performing Arts can be paired with WGS.
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Women’s and Gender Studies

Program Coordinator:  Dr Hélène Bowen Raddeker and Dr Zora Simic
Tel:   +61 2 9385 2335 (Dr Bowen Raddeker)
 +61 2 9385 1736 (Dr Simic) 
Email:  hbowenr@unsw.edu.au or z.simic@unsw.edu.au
Website: http://womenstudies.arts.unsw.edu.au
UNSW Handbook www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/2010/index.html

Student Quote

Why study WGS at UNSW?

Is the changing of a life reason enough? I now want to be an academic, I want to produce theories 

that equally validate the place of gender, race, class, sexuality, disability, age and all the other 

categories that constitute our window to the world and how others see us, and I want to develop 

ways of honouring difference through feminism.

“

“
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